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THE CUSTOMS OF THE CH' IANG 
David Crockett Graham 
3. Habitations and Villages. 
The houses sre built of unhewn stones plastered together with clay. 
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Advantage is taken of the flat and smooth sides, so that the walls of the 
houses appear smooth, 2nd the corners square. There are two or more sto- 
ries. Similar stone houses are widely used in the highlands of western Szec 
hwan, Si-Kang, and eastern Tibet. 

In every home there is a' squzre hole in the ground filled with dirt znd 
ashes. This is a very simple stove, and probably has «been used for centu- 
ries. Similar stoves are found in the temples in or near the sacred gcoves. 
In this square there is often an iron stove that consists of a circle about 
three feet in diameter resting on three iron legs equal distances aparte 
There are three iron pieces extending from these three legs towards the . 
center, but not meeting. These three pieces hold the cooking vessel above 
the fire. The writer has seen similar iron stoves among the Lolos of the 
Ningyuan valley. Probably the ancient form of this stove was three pieces 
of store. | 

At Lung Ch i Chai there is a flat stone near the place cf cremation. 
The coffin is placed on this stone while the relatives perform a funeral 


dance. Then the coffin is carried to the place of cremation while the priest 
chants the sacred songs. The relatives weep while the coffin and the corpse 
are burnt to ashes. A bowl or jar is broken and thc fragments are thrown. 
inside. Next morning, after the fire has cooled down, the relatives come: 
and gather the ashes and deposit it in the large tomb near by. | 

At Lung Ch’ 1 Chai we saw two different shrines on housetops where: 
the large white stone was surrounded by tweíve smaller stones. In the 
secred grove at Lung Ch’ 1 Chai there are four different shrines to four 
different gods. 

The supreme god is called Mu Byei Sei (mv bjeisei), Mu Bya Sei, M Ta 
Bei. M Bya, Sei, Ma Byei Ch’ i, and at least at Tung Men Wai, Lang Gh” 
i Chai and Mu Shang Chai where Christian influence has been strong, he 
is often called Abba Ch’ i or Abba Sei. Abba means father and it may be 
applied to any god. On the other hand a number of Chiang have asSerted _ 
that Abba Ch’ i or Abba Sei is properly used only to designate Chinese gods 
im Chinese temples. The first two syllables, Ma bei, mü bya or m bya, mean 
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Sky and sei or ch, i means god. 

The supreme god is worshipped near sacred white quartz stones, called 
in different localities lu sha, lu ts’ a, lo pi etc. Its whiteness symbolizes 
the purity and righteousness of the god. The white stone is sacred and 
holy, and near it communion with the god is natural and easy...... The use 
of sacred stones is widespread in Si K’ ang, eastern Tibet, and among the 

tribespeople of western Szechwan. 

We have noted the fact that one form of the Ch’ iang stove has three 
legs. These are sacred snd must not be touched. One often has a hole in 
it, and in this hole is a ring. This leg is the fire god, Mo Bo Sei or Mu: 
Bu Sei. He controls the fire in the home and prevents it from burning the 
house, The second leg is Abba Sei. This is not the supreme god, but the 
male ancestor of the Ch' iang, who is worshipped and ‘revered; The third 
is Ata Sei who is the female ancestor of the Ch’ iang and is worshipped 
as such. This is the triad of the Ch icng. 


There is. a group of five Sreatest gods. They are: 


1. Mu Byz Sei, who is supreme. 

2. Ru Be Sei,the earth god. He controls the earth, causes rain and good 
crops, protects people from illness and other calamities, and helps them. 

3. Lolo Sei. He controls the snow mountains and the shrubs and herbs 
that grow only a foot or two high near the snow line. 

4. P" i Ru Sei. He controls the forests and large trees on the high mou- 
ntains. | 

5. Su Mu Sei who also controls forests, and governs wild animals and 
fowls. 

There is a second group of twelve lesser gods. 

J. Ji Gwe Sei, the family or house god who protects the home and its 
inhabitants. | 

Ze Stu Ja Sei who controls and protects domestic animals, pigs, COWS, 
sheep, goats, chickens, ducks, etc. | 

3. Ndzi Ju Sei. He is a god of wealth controlling the finances of the 
home, gold, silver, money, etc, | | 
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4. Yi Mu Sei. She gives sons, protects women when they have concei« 
ved and during childbirth, and protects children. 

S. Mya Wei Sei Who' protects men and boys. 

6. Sti P' r Sei who protects women and girls in matters not connected 
with childbirth. 

7. Do Dzu Sei, a door god who is on the right side 2nd keeps demons 
out of the bomes. | 

8. Nu Nga Sei, a door god on the le ft side who helps keep out demons. 

9. Sbe Pri Sei, the god of the bin who controls the five grains after 
they have been harvested and are in the house or in the bin. 

10. Mo Bo Sei or Mu. Bo Sei, the fire god who controls the fire in the 
home lest it burn up the house. 

1}. Abba Sei, the male ancestor. 

12. Ata Sei, the female ancestor. 

In most localities the goat offered is not a lamb, but a full-grown animal- 


between three and six years old. It is usually white, but in many localities 


a dark-brown or black goat can be used. It must must be of only one color, 
and unblemished+-that is, lis horns; ears, etc., must have no defect. 
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